Stem cell transplantation is a medical procedure familiar to hematologists and oncologists, usually performed in people with diseases of the blood, BM or various types of cancer. This new multi authored textbook on stem cell transplantation, with a Foreword by Dr Richard Champlin and composed of six sections containing 51 chapters, is a further pertinent addition in the field. All the authors are well-established experts in the subject of stem cell transplantation. The book is presented in a well-structured sequence of chapters flowing from the indications for transplantation, preparation of the patient and the donor and followed by the management of the post-transplant complications. The various clinical and laboratory sections finally lead to a discussion on the 'Wider Perspectives' of transplantation. This last section gives interesting comments on the ethics and some legal aspects of transplantation as well as some details on how to start a transplantation program.
For the uninitiated, the first two chapters give a brief introduction of the technology and the biology of transplantation, transplant immunology, engraftment, GVHD and graft failure. With this background, the reader is then led into the discussion of strategies for the management of various malignant and non-malignant diseases in considerable detail. The various disorders are discussed in separate chapters and both the experience with conventional therapy as well as with transplantation is provided. For acute leukemia, risk assessment and cost benefit of these modalities are presented in a balanced way providing the evidence from large North American and European cooperative groups. Each topic is clearly presented and a recommendation on management given and illustrated with diagrams, flow charts or decision trees.
A chapter updating the use of cord blood transplantation and providing comments on the current trends regarding placental cord banking facilities is also included. Another section deals with tissue typing and the HLA system. In this section there is some discussion on the different typing techniques as well as correlation of HLA matching with clinical outcomes. Recommendations for management of tissue typing disparities in the context of host prognostic factors and disease characteristics are given. Up to date reviews of myeloablative and non-myeloablative chemotherapy or radiotherapy-based conditioning regimens for allogeneic transplantation as well as the management of older patients are also included. Other helpful sections include nutritional support, vascular access, indications for re-immunization after transplantation and psychological and social supportive care of patients. Some practical chapters on the post-transplant general management and of the specific procedure-related complications come later on, and may require doctors in training to return to the diseasespecific sections to gain a more sound perspective. A section on protective isolation as well as neutropenia prophylaxis completes this comprehensive textbook.
The strength of this manual lies in its informative content in an easy to read style that includes carefully compiled lists of references at the end of each section. Although this book will become a very valuable resource for hematologists/ oncologists and to specialist working in the field of hematopoietic replacement for malignancies, in addition, it includes discussions on the potential of stem cell transplantation for other life-threatening conditions such as autoimmune diseases, marrow failure disorders, inherited metabolic diseases and in solid organ transplantation. Similarly, this volume will be of value for specialty trainees, as well as physicians who refer patients for transplantation or participate in their after-care.
In summary this is a useful addition to the existing multiple volumes on stem cell transplantation, as it has up to date information and balanced review of the relevant clinical studies that have guided our management of patients over the last two decades.
